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City of Alma 

2020-2021 Tax Recap 

  Property Tax  Sales Tax  

  Budget  Budget  

General Fund  $  228,150.00       150,000.00  

Street Fund            35,000.00  

Swimming Pool  $    79,000.00       145,000.00  

   $  307,150.00   $  330,000.00  

Treasurer com  $      3,071.50    
Total Tax Budg-
eted  $  310,221.50   $  330,000.00  

City Valuation  $  62,881,860    

Levy  $     0.493340    

A total of $378,150.00 in Property Tax and Sales Tax has been budgeted in the General Fund 
for the 2020-2021 fiscal year.  The remaining revenue for the General Fund will come from State      
Municipal Equalization funds, a transfer from the Electric Fund, and various leases, permits 
and fees.  A total of $450,208.00 has been budgeted to be transferred out of the General Fund 
to other funds & departments as shown in the Transfers Chart. 
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UPDATE FROM CITY ADMINISTRATOR, DOUG WILSON 

WARREN LINGG:  Warren has been the Sanitation Superintendent since Alma started the 

trash pickup back in 2013 and has done a fine job.  Warren has decided to retire from the City and 

take long rides on his motorcycle.  Warren’s effective retirement date was October 7th, so if you see 

him around town please wish him a happy retirement, we will miss him.  While we say good-by to War-

ren we say hello to Bowde Johnson, who has taken over the position, so if you see Bowde give him a 

wave or say hello. 

GOLF CARS VEHICLES, ATVs, & UTVs:  We receive questions about using 

these vehicles on the streets of Alma.  While the State of Nebraska does have provisions for Cities to 

pass ordinances allowing the use of these vehicles, in certain areas and cases, the City of Alma does not 

have an ordinance allowing their use on any street or road in the Alma City limits.   

CITY AUDITORIUM SURVEY:  If you have not already completed the Auditori-

um survey please do so at your earliest convenience.  It will help with the future of Alma.  

Back in December of 2019 the City announced that it had applied for a matching grant to do 

a feasibility study on what improvements are needed to get the Auditorium back into top 

shape.  The City has been approved for this grant and are taking the first steps.  We recent-

ly met with an Engineering firm and an Architectural firm to look at the building to see what 

needs repaired, replaced, and upgraded.  We had a public meeting to present what was be-

ing looked at and to get ideas from the public.  We are now in the process of doing a sur-

vey https://kwiksurveys.com/s/vu4pIhmt to get some answers from you, the users of the Au-

ditorium, to understand just how you want to see the Auditorium in the future.  All this infor-

mation will be compiled, and recommendations will be made, along with estimated costs.  

Another public input meeting has been scheduled for November 17
th
 at 6:00 PM, we would 

really appreciate your attendance.  After all of this is completed the City will decide if they 

wish to move on to step 2, which would be implementing the improvements.  Again, grant 

money is available to help with this step as well.  The Auditorium is a landmark in Alma and 

personally I feel it needs to be saved and brought back to its original glory.  We all know, 

and expect, that the recommendations will be expensive.  However, with the 50% matching 

grant to do the improvements we can spend quite a bit of money and have a very nice 

building to be proud of even more than we are now.  Please use this link and take the sur-

vey it will take a short amount of your time and help the users of the Auditorium for a very 

long time: https://kwiksurveys.com/s/vu4pIhmt or stop by the Alma City Office and pick up a 

hard copy of the survey you can fill out. 

https://kwiksurveys.com/s/vu4pIhmt
https://kwiksurveys.com/s/vu4pIhmt


City Council Meetings September thru April are the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month at 5:30 pm 

at City Hall.  These meetings are open to the public and the public is encouraged to attend.  Agendas 

are posted each Friday prior to the meeting at City Hall, Hogeland’s Market,  Alma Post Office, and 

Trustworthy Hardware.  If there is an agenda item of particular interest to you, the Mayor, City 

Council and City Staff encourage you to attend the meeting.   

Utility Bills are due upon receipt.  If your payment is not received by the 
close of the business day on the 15th, a late charge of 10% will be applied to 
your account.  The office closes at 3:00 on Tuesday and Thursdays and 4:00 
on Monday, Wednesday and Fridays.  You have several options to pay your 
bill-credit card, check, cash, online or sign up for automatic withdraw.  Please 
contact the City Office with any questions.     

REMINDERS 

Fall/Winter Compost Hours  

Wednesday 9 am—3:30 pm 

Saturday 9 am — 3:30 pm 
 

If these hours do not work for your schedule, you have another couple options. 

You may rent a key for the year (Jan 1 thru Dec 31) for $100 or you can check 

out a key for 24 hours for $5. Both require a $20 security deposit. 

PARKING:  With winter and snow right around the corner, now is a good 

time to remind everyone about some parking ordinances for Alma (Chapter 75 sched-

ule III Residential District Regulations).  Vehicles must be parked only on south and 

east curbs.  With vehicles only parked on these sides of the streets it allows traffic to 

flow better and makes the clearing of snow easier.  In addition, no motor vehicle shall 

be parked or stand on any street within the city limits for longer than 48 hours con-

tinuously and all vehicles parked on a street must be licensed and road ready. 

TAKE A HIKE on the Pheasant Ridge Trail and see the new mile 

markers that were recently installed.  The new markers will mark your pro-
gress on the 2.85-mile trail by ½ mile increments.  Future plans are to fill in 
the ¼ mile and ¾ mile increments. 

Administrator updates continued 
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PAGES FROM THE HOESCH MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

 
SUMMER READING ACTUALLY HAPPENED… 
only in a different form than in-person in this abnormal year. We 
missed seeing the happy faces of all those who take part during Summer 
Reading. Thanks to the Central Plains Library System, the other 3 li-
brary systems in Nebraska and the Library Commission, parents of pre-
K through 8th graders were able to register their children on Reader’s 
Zone using a special code, where there were set daily number of 
minutes or number of books to be read each day. Even though it didn’t work well for all Hoesch Memorial 
Library participants, we figured out how to let those who couldn’t get it to work to record their minutes/
books read each day. Those who completed the goal received an Honor Book to check out first, a small 
prize, pencil, bookmark and book bag. They also got to select a free book to keep, thanks to grants through 
the Nebraska Library Commission, in conjunction with First Book. And this year they received a coupon 
for a food treat from seven Alma businesses – Main Street Variety, Dragonfly Desserts, Dairy Barn, KJ’s 
Restaurant, Hogeland’s Market, Subway, and Main Street Pizza! Thanks to these local businesses -- the chil-
dren really appreciate each of you.  
Thirty-one children completed the Summer Reading challenge – we are very proud of them all! At a later 
date we plan to hold a small party to celebrate with a treat and prize drawings for these 31.       
 
FRIENDS BOOK SALE IS ON THE WAY! 
The Friends of the Library will be holding their annual Book Sale from November 11-13. Once again a 
large number of books, DVDs, etc. donated and weeded from the library will be available at the book sale! 
The public response to purchase books, etc. at such reasonable prices has added to the Friends funds, so 
that they can help the library with improvements that are not in the library budget. In the past, the 
Friends have helped by purchasing and paying for installation of additional lighting in the non-fiction cor-
ner, above public computers, as well as in the meeting room. The shades on the east and north windows 
were also paid for. And the biggest improvement was the new carpeting purchased and installed in the li-
brary in 2018, thanks to the Friends. There will be more improvements needed in the future.  If you have 
unwanted, clean books and DVDs in good shape, please consider donating them to the Friends Book Sale.  
A quilt raffle is also going to be held around the same time again this year. Keep your eyes out for more 
information about the quilt and where to buy raffle tickets. 
 
BECOME A FRIEND OF THE LIBRARY - Yearly membership is only $5 per person. Monthly meetings 
are held on the second Tuesday of each month at 4:00 p.m. This is when plans for things to do are dis-
cussed. Help for raffles and the Book Sale are needed by more than those able to come to meetings, so get 
your name in as a Friend and volunteer as you can. 

 KNOW WHAT’S BE-

LOW. CALL  

BEFORE  

YOU DIG!  

DIAL 811 

Please make sure to place all recy-

cled items in the appropriate bins 

and not on the ground!  Thank you 



Random thoughts with the Wizard 

CONTINUED.. 
 
HOESCH MEMORIAL LIBRARY IS ON FACEBOOK! 
Look for Hoesch Memorial Library on Facebook, and feel free to like it, and even follow us. Mostly it is used to post about up-
coming or previous activities, accomplishments, updates to the library, etc. Facebook posts are also on Life in Alma and the 
Harlan County Business page.  
Watch for posts on Facebook and the city marquee sign for changes to our open schedule. We finally have all 3 part-time staff 
positions filled – Sandi Hoard, Cindy Ruskamp and Stephanie Adams. We are all as anxious as you are for the reopening of the 
library. Some things may not go back to “normal” quite yet, but we hope to get there soon! Thanks for your patience!  
 
REMEMBER TO STOP IN AND BROWSE OUR SHELVES FOR BOOKS AND DVDs   
during the chilly months to keep you warm and cozy. We always have a nice selection of new titles available. There are many 
heart-warming romances available as well as other genres such as westerns, non-fiction, mysteries and thrillers, and Christian 
fiction. We have a nice selection of large print, children’s and teen books and family movies also. We still have a bookcase full 
of audio books on CD – good for traveling during the holidays and other trips. 
Don’t forget that every patron can access OverDrive for eBooks and audio books any time – there are also eBooks available for 
children and teenagers. Ask for a pamphlet at the circulation desk if you need directions for this service. 
 

LOCATED IN THE CITY PARK 
   308-928-2600  

   Open Tuesday through Thursday 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.  
              Friday and Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

   Our card catalog is at https://alma.pioneer.kohalibrary.com           And our NEW email is almalibry@gmail.com 

PAGES FROM THE HOESCH MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

Ever wonder what’s going on in the City of Alma?  We use several plat-

forms to keep you informed!  Our City website www.almacity.com, 

Code Red, and the “jumbo tron” marquee on the corner by the Johnson 

Center at the east end of Main street.  The City website allows you to 

look up codes, ordinances, make your utility or non-utility payment and 

even check on the zoning regulations to see if your future building will 

comply with our regulations, plus lots more!  While you are on the 

website looking around click on the residents tab and sign up for Code 

Red alerts.  You can decide whether to receive a text, email or phone 

call when we add an alert we feel is important for the residents of Al-

ma.  If you ever have any questions please feel free to email 

cityclk@almacity.com or call 308-928-2242.   

https://alma.pioneer.kohalibrary.com
mailto:almalibry@gmail.com


CROSS CONTAMINATION 

What is it? 

Cross contamination occurs whenever there is an actual or potential physical connection between the public 
drinking water system and any possible source of contamination. 

Ex: Your house is connected to the City’s water supply, your hydrant has a hose connected and has a spray at-
tachment that is applying an insecticide to your lawn.   

What causes Cross Connection? 

A loss in water pressure —could cause the insecticide to back flow into the hose and if you don’t have a back 
flow valve attached at your hydrant, the insecticide could get sucked into your water supply and when you go to 
pour a drink of water, you get a mouth full of insecticide.  It could go as far as contaminating the City’s water 

supply.  90% of cross-contaminations happen this way.   

How can I prevent it? 

By being aware that it can happen!   Examine your plumbing.  Look for piped connections (both permanent 
and temporary).  Possibly install a backflow preventer.  

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to call the City Office @ 308.928.2242. 

Sidewalks are the responsibility of the property owner and are required by ordinance to be repaired, 

maintained, and kept clear of any obstruction.  The City of Alma sets aside $10,000 every fiscal year to 

fund sidewalk replacement or repair for property owners.  The program allows property owners to cost-

share 50% of actual costs for approved projects.  In addition to the 50% cost-share, the City is offering 

a zero percent interest loan option up to a maximum of $1,500 per applicant to be repaid in monthly 

payments for up to five years.  The maximum cost-share any applicant can receive in 1 year is also 

$1,500.  City staff will remove the old damaged sidewalk.  Applications are on a first-come-first-serve 

basis.  Any customer within city limits may apply!  Call or email Jessica at the City of Alma with any 

questions at cityclk@almacity.com or 308-928-2242.     

Boards & Committees 

Three of our active boards at the city currently have vacancies.  The Board of Zoning Adjustment, Alma City Planning 

Commission and the Community Redevelopment Authority.  All 3 of these are very important to our community and 

we would love to fill the spaces!  Call Jessica at the City Office if you are interested or if you want more information!   

Time to License Your Dog  January 1st, 2021 
Please license your dog by purchasing a 2021 tag. The cost is $7.25 for a male or spayed female and $12.25 for a 

female. Pursuant to City Ordinance 90.20, any dog over the age of 6 months shall be licensed within 30 days of  ac-

quisition and annually on January 1st of each year. Said tax is considered delinquent after March 10th. To license 

your dog, stop by the City Office and be sure to bring your rabies vaccination record effective for the licensing 

year. The City shares the list of licensed dogs with the Sheriff’s department. If you see a dog running loose, 

please contact the Sheriff’s department. 



Gas Safety - ... Page 7 

GAS PIPELINE SAFETY 
As one of the thousands of people who live or work near pipelines, you can help keep it safe and reliable by doing the follow ing: 

A) notify us with your intention to dig    B) identify our pipelines;   E) immediately report a leak. 
C) recognize a leak;       D) take appropriate steps if you notice a leak  

The City of Alma cares about your safety. Our employees are thoroughly trained to operate and maintain the system safely. We 
want you to be aware of our pipelines. We ask for your help in preventing accidental damage to pipelines. The City of Alma      
supports the Nation's Homeland Security efforts and the City of Alma encourages you to immediately notify and report any      
suspicious persons and/or activities near the pipeline to your local law enforcement authorities by calling 911.  

A) NOTIFY US WITH YOUR INTENTION TO DIG — CALL 811—”diggers hotline” 

We need your help in preventing pipeline emergencies. The number one cause of pipeline leaks is  damage from earth-
moving and construction equipment and tools owned by parties other than the  pipeline company. If you plan to dig or 
do any type of excavation or construction work, call Diggers Hotline at 811.  Call at least 48 hours (excluding weekends 
and holidays) before you: 

 

B) IDENTIFY OUR PIPELINES -HOW TO IDENTIFY WHERE THE PIPELINE IS LOCATED 

Since pipelines are buried underground, line markers are used to indicate the approximate - not exact - location of 

the pipeline. Line markers can be found where the pipeline intersects a street, highway, or railroad. However, they 

cannot be relied upon to indicate the exact position of the pipeline. The pipeline may not follow a straight course 

between markers, which provide no information on the depth or number of pipelines in the vicinity. Don't try to 

guess the pipeline's location or route by the marker's placement. Call Diggers Hotline at 811. 

C) RECOGNIZE A LEAK HOW TO RECOGNIZE A PIPELINE LEAK WHEN NEAR A PIPELINE RIGHT 
OF WAY.  LOOK FOR: Fire or explosion near pipeline, a white cloud or fog, dying plants amid healthy ones, unu-
sual blowing of dirt or dust, persistent bubbles in water, or pool of liquids, possibly bubbling. LISTEN FOR:     
Hissing or roaring sound.  SMELL FOR: A pungent odor, sometimes like rotten eggs. 
 

D) TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTIONS IF YOU NOTICE A LEAK— WHAT TO DO? 

 

E) IMMEDIATELY REPORT A LEAK— WHO TO CALL? 

From a distant phone, call the City of Alma (308-928-2242) or the On-Call phone if af-
ter hours (308-920-1047) OR call 911 or your local fire, police or sheriff’s office.  DO 
NOT use a cell phone while near the suspected emergency area. 

 

Excavate Install drain tile Repair or rebuild roads or driveways 

Grade Blast for clearing Build homes or additions 

Auger Dig postholes Install water lines, sewer lines 

Bore Cut or deepen ditches septic systems, or drains 

Tunnel Install swimming pools Install telephone, TV or power, cables 

Dredge Plant trees or shrubs  

Immediately leave the area - on 
foot - in an upwind direction. 

Avoid making contact with 
escaping liquids or vapors. 

Warn others to stay 
away from the area 

DO NOT drive into an area in 
which you encounter a leak or     
vapor cloud 

Abandon all equipment being 
used in the area. 

DO NOT try to operate 
any pipeline valves    
yourself 

DO NOT light a match, start an engine or automobile, use a telephone, or switch on/off an 
electric light or appliance.    



Visit us online at: 

www.almacity.com 

614 Main Street 

PO Box 468 

Alma, NE  68920 

Phone: 308-928-2242 
Fax: 308-928-2683 
E-mail: cityclk@almacity.com 

CITY OF ALMA  

Councilman 
East Ward 

Jon Davis 928-2041 

Tom Moulton 920-1105 

West Ward 

Chris Tripe 920-1417 

Randy Stahlecker 920-0312 
       

Mayor 

Hal Haeker 928-2900 
 

Administrator 

Doug Wilson 
 

Treasurer 

Lorri Bantam 
 

Clerk 

Jessica Miller 

 

 

 

Golf Course 
928.2341 

Library 
928.2600 

Sheriff 
928.2147 

School 

928.2131 

Hospital 

928.2151  

 

Compost Site Hours 
Wednesday & Saturday  

9-3:30 
 

Library Hours 
Tues-Wed-Thurs  

10am-8pm 
Fri-Sat 10am-5pm 

Sun & Mon - Closed 

Utility Superintendent 

Russ Pfeil 

Water Superintendent 

Jerry Dietz 

Waste Water &             

Street Superintendent 

Travis Dunse 

Sanitation Superintendent 

Bowde Johnson 

Utility Floater 

Scott Kuhl 

 

Library Director 

Keri Anderson 

 

City of Alma—Contact Information 

After Hours On-call Cell 
308.920.1047 

 

City Hall  
308.928.2242 

 
City Hall Office Hours  

Mon-Wed-Fri 
9am-4pm 

 

Tues & Thurs 
9am-3pm 
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