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ALMA IS FOR YOU 

ALMA CITY AUDITORIUM AND THE CCCFF STUDY 

The Alma City Auditorium was constructed back in the 1920’s after the Former 

Opera House burnt down.  At that time the Alma Auditorium Association was 

formed to accept bids and oversea the construction.  In July of 1922 a bid was 

accepted by R.M. Liberty to build a 60x110 brick auditorium and adjoining 50x60 

fireproof brick barn.  The City of Alma acquired the Auditorium in September of 

1943.  In 1950 new lighting was put in, the wiring was upgraded, and a new 

concrete floor was poured.  Fast forward to 1985 when some more upgrades 

happened which included new stage curtains,                                                   

ceiling fans, some painting was done, the east                                                      

door was put in along with some windows.                                                             

As you can imagine the Auditorium is in                                                             

need of some new upgrades!  With the Civic                                                         

and Community Center Financing Fund                                                     

(CCCFF) we can get a 50% Grant match to                                                        

make some necessary improvements.  Some                                                             

of the things that we are looking at upgrading                                                   

would be the roof, tuck pointing on the                                                          

exterior brick, windows & doors, restrooms,                                                      

larger kitchen, upgrade in wiring, lighting,                                                     

flooring and signage just to name a few.  The                                                  

pictures to the right are the first set of plans                                                          

that we have received.  If you take a closer                                                            

look at the top picture you may notice things                                                         

are a little different.  The bathrooms and              

kitchen will switch spaces.  This will allow for                                                     

larger bathrooms and a more spacious kitchen.                                                  

There will also be a separate storage area for                                                           

the chairs and tables.  More on the CCCFF                                                          

and the Alma Auditorium on page 5.     
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Reminders and Information... 

If you have not heard I will be retiring at the end of January 2021.  I have been the Alma City Administrator since April 1, 2013 
and I wish to thank the Mayor and City Council for giving me the opportunity to serve the City of Alma for this time. You have a 
very good Mayor, City Council, and City staff personnel.  I have learned a lot about Alma, met a lot of very nice people, and 
enjoyed my time working for the City.  I do receive comments from people traveling through the area, from officials of other 
communities, and of course locals on just how nice a place Alma is.  Of course this is because of the residents of Alma, and the 
area, and how you interact with people from outside the area whether they stop here or visit with you elsewhere.  I have    
received a lot of comments on just how nice the community looks, how friendly the people and shop keepers are, and how all 
the stores are busy.  My wife and I have no plans to leave the area as we don’t think we could find a better place. Thank you 
for accepting us into your community nearly 8 years ago.   DOUG WILSON 

 

UPDATE FROM CITY ADMINISTRATORS, DOUG WILSON & LORRI BANTAM 

SNOW REMOVAL EFFORTS 

Unfortunately, winter is far from over, but the City of Alma would like to express its appreciation for its citizens who 

understand the importance of keeping their sidewalks free of snow and ice. According to City Ordinance 8-201, it 

shall be unlawful for the occupant of any lot or lots, vacant or otherwise, to allow snow, sleet, mud, ice, or other   

substances to accumulate on sidewalks or permit said substances to remain on said sidewalks. Residential sidewalks 

shall be cleaned within 24 hours after the cessation of the storm. All sidewalks within the business district shall be 

cleaned within 5 hours after the cessation of the storm, unless the storm took place during the night, in which case the 

sidewalk shall be cleaned before 9:00 a.m. the following day.  Moving parked vehicles off of the street will also help 

in quicker snow removal.  Take special care and use common courtesy when clearing your driveway. Ask for your 

neighbor’s permission before you pile your snow on their terrace or yard. Rocks and other debris can collect on your 

driveway and by piling your snow on your neighbor’s property you are depositing those items in their yard to be 

mowed over in the spring. 

Walking in the Auditorium:  Due to the ongoing spread of COVID-19 there will be no Winter Walking at the City 

Auditorium this year.  We are very sad that we have to cancel this wonderful service but hopeful that we can bring it 

back in the future.  Sorry for the inconvenience and Thank you for understanding.   

In May 2010, my family made the decision leave our home of 23 years in Hebron to move to Alma and help 
with a terminal family member.  My husband Mike, is a District Director with the Farm Service Agency.  Our 
two boys graduated from Alma and are now working in Omaha and Lincoln – both in finance fields.  I was 
hired with the City of Alma in August 2011 as the City Treasurer. I wish to express my gratitude to the Mayor 
and City Council for having confidence in my strengths and abilities to promote me.  The position of City 
Administrator brings different responsibilities but is a great opportunity to demonstrate all I have learned and 
how capable I am.  I will work diligently day by day with the City staff as well as the citizens of Alma to main-
tain the great programs we have in place and towards future growth and development.  LORRI BANTAM 



Time to License Your Dog 
January 1st, 2021 

The City reminds you to license your dog by purchasing a 2021 tag. The 

cost is $7.25 for a male or spayed female and $12.25 for an un-spayed 

female. Pursuant to City Ordinance 90.20, any dog over the age of 6 

months shall be licensed within 30 days of  acquisition and annually on 

January 1st of each year. Said tax is considered delinquent after March 

10th. To license your dog, stop by the City Office and be sure to bring 

your rabies vaccination record effective for the licensing year. The 

City shares the list of licensed dogs with the Sheriff’s department. If 

you see a dog running loose, please contact the Sheriff’s department at 

928-2147.  With the office closed to the public please call Jessica to 

make arrangements for getting your tags. 

Changes and new faces at The City of Alma 

Several changes and new faces at the City!  Back in October we said Goodbye to Warren Lingg   

after 13 years of employment and welcomed Bowde Johnson as our new Sanitation Superintendent.  

Bowde is learning the ropes quickly!  Two of our Council members resigned this year.  Randy 

Stahlecker who has been on the council for 6 years and Jon Davis who served on our council for 13 

years with 7 of those years as Council president.  Larry Casper took his Oath in December and took 

over for Randy Stahlecker.  Larry Casper is a native of Alma who graduated with the class of 1969 

at Alma High School.  He went to Kearney state college and taught in Kansas after graduation.   

Larry Casper was the principal in Wilcox from 1986-1991 and the Culberston principal from 1991-

1997.  He then moved to Texas where he taught in Austin.  After  retirement Larry returned to Alma 

to be closer to family.  Dyann Collins was voted in by the Alma citizens for Jon Davis’s spot on the  

council and also took her Oath in December.  Dyann grew up on a farm near Kensington Kansas.  

She went to school at West Smith County in Kensington and graduated with the class of 

1984.    Dyann has been married to Troy Collins for 19 years and has lived in Alma for 15 

years.  They have 3 girls Chelsey, Katrina and Taylor, 2 grandsons and a granddaughter.  Troy and 

Dyann love to ride motorcycles, go kayaking, spend time with family and love 

being outdoors.   

Thank you Jon Davis and Randy Stahlecker for your dedication on making  

Alma great!  We are also happy to welcome Dyann Collins and Larry Casper 

to the Alma City Council and look forward to their insight and direction.  As 

many of you know Doug Wilson, our current administrator of 8 years, is      

resigning at the end of January.  He was very active in the day to day opera-

tions and will be missed greatly!  Lorri Bantam who is our current Treasurer 

will take over as City Administrator January 1, 2021.  She will do some train-

ing with Doug and continue as the Treasurer until that position is filled.     

Congrats Lorri on your new position!! 

Random thoughts with the Wizard–National Random Acts of Kindness day is February 17, 2021.  Help a 

neighbor, buy a coffee for a stranger, or simply smile at someone on the street.  Kindness is free, pass it on!!  



INTERNSHIP GRANT POSSIBILITY! 
We are excited to announce that we applied for an Internship Grant to use during the summer of 2021 and 
received it! This grant from the Nebraska Library Commission is supported in part by the Institute of Muse-
um and Library Services under the provisions of the Library Services and Technology Act as administered 
by the Nebraska Library Commission.  
Any high school or college student (who has not previously worked in a library for pay) is eligible to apply 
when we start our application process in late March/early April. The internship will last roughly from 
around mid-May through July. The student will help plan and lead the Summer Reading Program during 
June and part of July. There will be many opportunities to learn about librarianship, education, programs, 
and much more. If you have a student who might be interested in learning more about this internship, 
please have them talk to Keri Anderson, the director, by coming in or calling.  
       

2021 WINTER READING PROGRAM      
The Nebraska Regional Library Systems and the Nebraska Library Commission want citizens of Nebraska to 
stay warm this winter and enjoy the terrific library books available in public libraries across the state. To 

participate, (if you haven’t already signed in) go to ReaderZone.com or download the Reader Zone app on 

your smart device. Register for the Snow Many Great Books! Program with this 5-digit code 93723. Com-
plete at least eight of the twenty challenges by February 28th to be eligible for a Grand Prize Drawing for one 
of three $50 Visa Gift Cards. Please choose books you’ve never read from your home library. Books can be 
fiction or nonfiction, and Juvenile, Young Adult, or Adult. Contest is open to all Nebraskans ages 10 and 
older. Drawings will be held March 15, 2021.  
Stop by the library and get a list of the 20 challenges you can choose from. We hope a lot of our patrons will 
take part in this reading program. 

  
WATCH FOR OUR UPCOMING PROGRAMS. . . 
on posters in the Post Office and downtown Alma stores, as well as in our library window. Once in a while 
we try to promote upcoming events through the Harlan County Journal and through social media (Hoesch 
Memorial Library Facebook page).  
If you haven’t seen the Facebook page, just type in Hoesch Memorial Library-Alma at the top search section 
of your Facebook page, and see what we are posting. Like our Facebook page, and be sure and share our 
posts with your family and friends. 

 
FRIENDS VIRTUAL BOOK SALE 
For a couple of weeks the Friends have been trying something new – a virtual book sale on Hoesch Memori-
al Library-Alma’s Facebook page. Join in on this book sale by going to the page and viewing the listings. 
Each bag of books shown will have a number, and you can bid (by whole dollars only). At the beginning of 
the next week the winner will be notified to come in and pick up the bag of books upon cash payment. We 
are not sure how long this will continue, as the Friends still plan to have a book sale, if at all possible. 
Thank you for helping the Friends out in their endeavors to provide additional improvements to the Li-
brary that are not in the budget. 
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NEW BOOKS FOR YOUR READING PLEASURE… 
Include “All That Glitters” by Danielle Steel, “Shadows in Death” by J. D. Robb, “Deadly Cross” by James 
Patterson, and “Truly, Madly, Deeply” by Karen Kingsbury. Others are “You Betrayed Me” by Lisa Jack-
son, “Sold on a Monday” by Kristina McMorris, Clive Cussler’s “Marauder”, and several by C. J. Petit, such 
as “Letter for Gene”, and “Cy Page: Western Union Man”, “The Color of Heaven” by Julianne MacLean, 
“The Exiles” by Christina Baker Kline, Ruth Ware’s “One by One”, and “Forever by Your Side” by Tracie 
Peterson, along with many more. Non-Fiction include “Ripley’s Believe It or Not!”, “Guinness World Rec-
ords 2021”, “Cut in Stone, Cast in Bronze, Nebraska’s Historical Markers and Monuments 1854-1967” by 
Jeff Barnes, Judge Jeanine Pirro’s “Don’t Lie to Me and Stop Trying to Steal Our Freedom”, and “The 
Eighty-Dollar Champion” by Elizabeth Letts. Come in and check out our books, both for you and your chil-
dren/grandchildren.  
And while you are here, be sure to check out DVDs for your entertainment. Even though there aren’t a lot 
of new ones being released, some of the newest include “Unbridled”, “The Lost Husband”, “Ford vs Ferra-
ri”, and “Yellowstone: Season Three”. 
If it is too cold to get out remember you can read/listen to books on Over Drive. Call if you need the last 
four digits of your library card, and the password for our library. 
 
 

HOESCH MEMORIAL LIBRARY IS LOCATED IN THE CITY PARK  
CALL 308-928-2600.  
The Library is open Tuesday through Thursday from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. and Friday and Satur-
day from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

ALMA CITY AUDITORIUM AND THE CCCFF STUDY (continued) 

Mid-year in 2020 the City of Alma teamed up with Miller & Associates and Wilkins Architecture to 

start looking at what we could do to repair the Alma Auditorium.  After walking through the 

Auditorium with both, it was determined that the Auditorium would be a perfect project for the Civic 

and Community Financing Fund (CCCFF).  The CCCFF offers a 50% match, up to $562,000, for our 

Auditorium project.  That is a ton of help!  To be approved for the grant we need the 50% matching 

funds in place.   

Thank you to all that have attended the public input meetings or filled out and returned surveys!  That 

input has helped get to where we are at in the planning stage of this particular project.  Most of the 

responses on the survey showed that the citizens felt The Auditorium is a very important event space 

for the residents of Alma.  Almost 60% of citizens who submitted survey results would like to see 

funding for the project come from grant funding or local fundraising.  



City Treasurer Position—The City of Alma, NE (pop. 1153) is currently accepting applications for the position of City Treasurer 
until filled. The position includes a variety of professional, administrative, and technical accounting and finance functions includ-
ing maintaining the fiscal records of the City, preparation of the annual budget, along with managing the utility billing system 
and payroll. Experience with QuickBooks, Excel and Word is preferred and the ability to learn new programs is required. Salary 
is negotiable, DOQ. The City provides an excellent benefit package. For additional information visit www.almacity.com. Send 
resume to City of Alma, 614 Main St., P.O. Box 468, Alma, NE 68920. (308) 928-2242 cityclk@almacity.com.  EOE. 

Some questions that you may ask about the Sidewalk Cost Share Program.  When did it start?  What 
is the Sidewalk cost share program?  How does it work?  How do I apply?  In the 2005 City wide 
survey it stated that sidewalks were the poorest rated aspect of the municipality as well as one of the 
highest rated tax-support projects.  A short time later, July 18, 2006 the City Council approved $5,000 
per year in the budget for the improvement of sidewalks which was later raised to $10,000 per year.  
Sidewalks are the responsibility of the property owner and required by ordinance to be repaired, 
maintained, and kept clear of an obstruction; therefore, the City of Alma designed and adopted a 
program that would aide customers in just that.   

The sidewalk fund was established to be used by any property owner for sidewalk replacement or 
repair.  Funds are set aside at the beginning of each fiscal year at 50% of actual costs for approved 
projects up to $3,000.  In addition to the 50% Cost-share, the City also offers a 0% interest loan 
option up to a maximum of $1,500 that would be paid in monthly payments for a maximum of 5 
years.  From the start in 2006 until the end of the 2020 fiscal year 50 sidewalks have been replaced 
with help from the sidewalk cost-share program.  I think that takes care of the when and what.  How 
does it work and how do you apply?  The first step is to contact Jessica at the City Office to see if 
there are funds still available in the sidewalk fund.  If funds are available you will then need to fill out 
and return the sidewalk replacement /repair application and a zoning permit.  The cost for a zoning 
permit is $10.00.  Our Zoning Administrator will look over your permit and once approved you can 
start your project!!  A friendly reminder that once started, the project has to be complete within 90 
days.  When you are ready, our amazing City Employees will come out and remove the old sidewalk 
and dispose of it for FREE!  Yes, for FREE!  Once completed, our Zoning Administrator will come 
out and verify completion, then all you have to do is submit your claim to the City for processing and 
council approval.  The funds available are a first-come first-served basis.  If any of this is confusing or 
you are not sure what you just read, Call Jessica at the City Office or send her an email at 
cityclk@almacity.com, she will be happy to answer any questions that you may have!   
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Sidewalk Cost Share Program 

http://www.almacity.com/
mailto:cityclk@almacity.com


Gas Safety - ... Page 7 

GAS PIPELINE SAFETY 
As one of the thousands of people who live or work near pipelines, you can help keep it safe and reliable by doing the follow ing: 

A) notify us with your intention to dig    B) identify our pipelines;   E) immediately report a leak. 
C) recognize a leak;       D) take appropriate steps if you notice a leak  

The City of Alma cares about your safety. Our employees are thoroughly trained to operate and maintain the system safely. We 
want you to be aware of our pipelines. We ask for your help in preventing accidental damage to pipelines. The City of Alma      
supports the Nation's Homeland Security efforts and the City of Alma encourages you to immediately notify and report any      
suspicious persons and/or activities near the pipeline to your local law enforcement authorities by calling 911.  

A) NOTIFY US WITH YOUR INTENTION TO DIG — CALL 811—”diggers hotline” 

We need your help in preventing pipeline emergencies. The number one cause of pipeline leaks is  damage from earth-
moving and construction equipment and tools owned by parties other than the  pipeline company. If you plan to dig or 
do any type of excavation or construction work, call Diggers Hotline at 811.  Call at least 48 hours (excluding weekends 
and holidays) before you: 

 

B) IDENTIFY OUR PIPELINES -HOW TO IDENTIFY WHERE THE PIPELINE IS LOCATED 

Since pipelines are buried underground, line markers are used to indicate the approximate - not exact - location of 

the pipeline. Line markers can be found where the pipeline intersects a street, highway, or railroad. However, they 

cannot be relied upon to indicate the exact position of the pipeline. The pipeline may not follow a straight course 

between markers, which provide no information on the depth or number of pipelines in the vicinity. Don't try to 

guess the pipeline's location or route by the marker's placement. Call Diggers Hotline at 811. 

C) RECOGNIZE A LEAK HOW TO RECOGNIZE A PIPELINE LEAK WHEN NEAR A PIPELINE RIGHT 
OF WAY.  LOOK FOR: Fire or explosion near pipeline, a white cloud or fog, dying plants amid healthy ones, unu-
sual blowing of dirt or dust, persistent bubbles in water, or pool of liquids, possibly bubbling. LISTEN FOR:     
Hissing or roaring sound.  SMELL FOR: A pungent odor, sometimes like rotten eggs. 
 

D) TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTIONS IF YOU NOTICE A LEAK— WHAT TO DO? 

 

E) IMMEDIATELY REPORT A LEAK— WHO TO CALL? 

From a distant phone, call the City of Alma (308-928-2242) or the On-Call phone if af-
ter hours (308-920-1047) OR call 911 or your local fire, police or sheriff’s office.  DO 
NOT use a cell phone while near the suspected emergency area. 

 

Excavate Install drain tile Repair or rebuild roads or driveways 

Grade Blast for clearing Build homes or additions 

Auger Dig postholes Install water lines, sewer lines 

Bore Cut or deepen ditches septic systems, or drains 

Tunnel Install swimming pools Install telephone,TV or power, cables 

Dredge Plant trees or shrubs  

Immediately leave the area - on 
foot - in an upwind direction. 

Avoid making contact with 
escaping liquids or vapors. 

Warn others to stay 
away from the area 

DO NOT drive into an area in 
which you encounter a leak or     
vapor cloud 

Abandon all equipment being 
used in the area. 

DO NOT try to operate 
any pipeline valves    
yourself 

DO NOT light a match, start an engine or automobile, use a telephone, or switch on/off an 
electric light or appliance.    



Visit us online at: 

www.almacity.com 

614 Main Street 

PO Box 468 

Alma, NE  68920 

Phone: 308-928-2242 
Fax: 308-928-2683 
E-mail: cityclk@almacity.com 

CITY OF ALMA  

Councilmen  
East Ward 

Dyann Collins 999-0070 

Tom Moulton 920-1105 

West Ward 

Chris Tripe 920-1417 

Larry Casper 512-484-4377 
       

Mayor 

Hal Haeker 928-2900 
 

Administrator 

Lorri Bantam 
 

Treasurer 

 
 

Clerk 

Jessica Miller 

 

 

 

Golf Course 
928.2341 

Library 
928.2600 

Sheriff 
928.2147 

School 

928.2131 

Hospital 

928.2151  

 

Compost Site Hours 
Wednesday& Saturday 

9-3:30 
 

Library Hours 
Tues-Wed-Thurs  

10am-8pm 
Fri-Sat 10am-5pm 

Sun & Mon - Closed 

Utility Superintendent 

Russ Pfeil 

Water Superintendent 

Jerry Dietz 

Waste Water &             

Street Superintendent 

Travis Dunse 

Sanitation Superintendent 

Bowde Johnson 

Utility Floater 

Scott Kuhl 
 

Library Director 

Keri Anderson 
 

Golf Course Super. 

Jordy Slocum 
 

 

City of Alma—Contact Information 

After Hours On-call Cell 
308.920.1047 

 

City Hall  
308.928.2242 

 
City Hall Hours  
Mon-Wed-Fri 

9am-4pm 
 

Tues & Thurs 
9am-3pm 

 
Local 

Postal Customer 
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U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

EDDM RETAIL 


