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City Auditorium Renovation 

The Nebraska Department of Economic Development has announced the return of full funding for the 
CCCFF (Civic and Community Center Financing Fund) Grant.  This is great news for the City of 
Alma!  The City is applying for a construction grant in the full amount of $562,000.  The five criteria 
areas for this grant include: Retention Impact, New Resident Impact, Visitor Impact, Readiness & 
Local Public Support, and Project Planning. The grant also requires a 50% match with the matching 
funds in place at the time of application.  

We are very thankful for the local public support thru the town hall meetings and surveys conducted in 
2021 and the support of the Chamber of Commerce fundraisers for the auditorium renovation.  The 
fundraising dollars will help with the 50% match and additional costs. This will be beneficial for our 
grant consideration as it is a very competitive grant. 

Since the Feasibility Study was conducted in 2021, the costs for the renovation have risen.  Todayôs 
anticipated renovation cost has increased from the 2021ôs amount of $1.2M to $1.9M.  We will be 
looking at dividing the renovation project into phases and will continue with each phase as further 
funding is available.  Additional grants are being researched to help assist with the increase in costs and 
the additional phases. 

The proposed improvements preserve historic character while also increasing functionality of the 
building.  Improvements to be made include Brick Tuckpointing, New Roof, Wheelchair Lift to Stage, 
Acoustics, Electric Services, Lighting, HVAC, Windows & Doors, Flooring, Kitchen & Appliances, 
Menôs and Womenôs restrooms and Signage. The Kitchen and Restrooms will be moved to new areas to 
better utilize the functionality and space for each. 

Upon award notification of the CCCFF Construction Grant in early April, our engineering firm of 
Miller & Associates will begin the formal bidding process with construction to begin as the awarded 
contractors time allows.  
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City Council Meetings are the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month at 

5:30 pm at City Hall.  These meetings are open to the public and the 

public is encouraged to attend.  Agendas are posted each Friday prior to 

the meeting at City Hall,  

Hogelandȴs Market, Alma Post Ofɤce, and Trustworthy Hardware.  If 

there is an agenda item of particular interest to you, the Mayor, City 

Council and City Staff encourage you to attend the meeting.   

 

Valentineȴs Day is right around the corner ȼ.. Donȴt forget your 

favorite sweetheart with a heartfelt gift purchased from one of 

the many wonderful businesses in Alma.   

Shop SmallȱShop Hometown  

ALWAYS REVIEW EACH AND EVERY UTILITY BILL 

It is a very good idea to review each bill and reference back to the previous bill.  Is there 

a significant difference?  We have had customers discover they have a water leak be-

cause their bill was huge.  If they had only reviewed the prior bill, they may have avoid-

ed a huge water bill!  Leaky toilets and broken water lines can be costly on your bill! 

The Alma Community Clean Up is on 

Saturday, April 22, 2023. The pickup crews 

will make one pass per street beginning at 

8 am. You must have your items out on the 

curb before 8 am.  If you need help getting 

an item to the curb, please call the school 

at 928-2131. The volunteers will NOT pick 

up the following items: paint, concrete, 

batteries, remodeling castoľ materials, 

tires, and shingles.  Watch the marquee for 

more information! 



Leaky faucets add up  
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Workforce Housing Land Development Grant 
 The City of Alma has applied for a $1M Workforce Housing Land Development Grant from the 

Nebraska Department of Economic Development.  The components of the program utilize funding 

provided through the Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Fund (SLFRF) through the Ameri-

can Rescue Plan Act (ARPA).  On April 3, 2022, Governor Ricketts signed LB1014. Section 42(2) of the 

bill appropriated funds to the NDED in grants pursuant to the purposes of preparing land parcels in 

accordance with the Rural Workforce Housing Investment Act and does not require any matching 

funds.  Acceptable uses to prepare land development include rehabilitation, renovation, mainte-

nance, or costs to secure vacant or abandoned properties in disproportionately impacted commu-

nities; demolition or deconstruction of vacant or abandoned buildings; laying of drinking water 

transmission lines on these parcels; costs associated with acquiring and securing legal title of va-

cant or abandoned properties and other costs to position the property for current or future use for 

the Rural Workforce Housing Investment Act. 

 The City Council and staff have spent many hours identifying vacant and/or abandoned 

properties in Alma that would qualify for the Land Development Grant. This project will entail new 

life to these parcels through the purchase, clearing of debris, rehab/maintenance to secure vacant 

residential structures, demolition of dilapidated structures, site repair, and environmental inspec-

tions & abatement as necessary. The parcels, once purchased, will be redeveloped for Rural Work-

force Housing.   

 If awarded and upon completion of the project, the City will offer future redevelopment in-

cluding rehabilitation of residential structures for sale to landlords or owner-occupants, vacant 

parcels for new construction of single-family housing and townhouse units for housing within Ru-

ral Workforce Housing Guidelines. The transformational impact of this grant would provide mecha-

nisms to create incentives to build or rehabilitate affordable housing for the type of employees 

needed by our community.  

The City of Alma has a Fair Housing Ordinance that is designed to prohibit discrimination in housing. It Is the 

declared policy of the City of Alma that all persons shall have an equal opportunity for housing, regardless of sex, 

race, color, handicap, religion, national origin, sex or marital status of the person maintaining a household, lawful 

source of income, age or ancestry. The ordinance is deemed an exercise of the police powers of the City for the pro-

tection of the welfare, health, peace, dignity and human rights of the people of this City. For more information re-

garding Fair Housing, please visit https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/fair_housing_equal_opp/online-complaint. 
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Did you know that parking on the 

street in a residential area needs to be 

either on the north side or on the west 

side of the block?   

No motor vehicle shall be parked or 

stand on any street for longer than 48 

continuous hours. 

 

 

 

 

 

Black indicates where to park.  Red indi-

cates where NOT to park. 
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