MINUTE RECORD FOR CITY OF ALMA
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
January 4, 2012
A meeting of the Mayor and City Council of the City of Alma, Nebraska was held at the Office of the City Clerk in said City on the 4th day of January, 2012 at 5:30 p.m.  

Present were: Mayor Haeker, Council Members: Mike Clements, Jim Wickham, Jon Davis, and Bill Boston. Absent was: None. Also present were: City Administrator Steve Waring, Clerk Emily Anderson, Treasurer Lorri Bantam, City Attorney Doug Walker, Utility Superintendent Russ Pfeil, Chris Schluntz, and Tom Moulton. Notice of this meeting was given in advance by posting, a designated method for giving notice. Advance notice of this meeting was given to the Mayor and all members of the Council. Availability of the agenda was communicated in the advance notice and in the notice to the Mayor and Council of this meeting. All proceedings hereinafter were taken while the convened meeting was open to the attendance of the public.

Mayor Haeker advised the public of the Open Meetings Act which is posted on the north wall, and then proceeded to call the regular meeting of January 4, 2012 to order at 5:30 p.m. and the following business was transacted:
Roll Call: Clements, Wickham, Davis, Boston, and Mayor Haeker. Absent: None. Motion made by Wickham seconded by Clements to determine this meeting as previously publicized, duly convened and in open session. There being no discussion upon the motion made and upon roll call vote, the following voted yes: Davis, Boston, Wickham, and Clements. There were no votes against the motion. Motion carried.

Mayor opened the floor to the December 21, 2011 Regular Meeting Minutes. Discussion included: There was no discussion. Motion made by Boston seconded by Clements to approve the December 21, 2011 Minutes as written. There being no discussion made and upon roll call vote, the following voted yes: Wickham, Clements, Boston, and Davis. There were no votes against the motion. Motion carried.

Mayor opened the floor to discussion on the claims and invoices for the period of December 22, 2011 through January 4, 2012. Discussion included: Treasurer Bantam mentioned the back taxes which are due on the lots formerly known as 619 and 621 Main Street.  Attorney Walker encouraged the payment of the taxes to avoid paying 14% interest.  Motion made by Wickham seconded by Davis to approve the claims as presented.  There being no discussion upon the motion made and upon roll call vote, the following voted yes: Clements, Davis, Boston, and Wickham. There were no votes against the motion.  Motion carried. 

Mayor opened the floor to discussion on the Treasurer’s Report. Discussion included:  There was no discussion. Motion made by Wickham seconded by Clements to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented. There being no discussion upon the motion made and upon roll call vote, the following voted yes:  Boston, Wickham, Clements, and Davis. There were no votes against the motion.  Motion carried. 

Mayor opened the floor to The Alma Rotary Club’s request for a special designated liquor license for a ladies-only event (Lady Palooza) to be held on January 30, 2012 between the hours of 5:00 p.m. and 1:00 a.m.  The location the event will be at the Johnson Center, 509 Main Street, Alma, Nebraska.  Discussion included: The female Rotary members hope to make this a yearly event, similar to the men’s “Winterfest.”  Tickets will be sold, only ticket holders may attend, and no tickets will be sold to minors. Motion made by Davis seconded by Boston approve The Alma Rotary Club’s request for a special designated liquor license for January 30, 2012 during the hours of 5:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m. at the Johnson Center, and to make a favorable recommendation to the Nebraska Liquor Control Commission. There being no discussion made upon the motion made and upon roll call vote, the following voted yes: Wickham, Clements, Davis, and Boston.  The following voted no: none. Motion carried.

Mayor opened the floor to review and consider the bids for the boat dock planks.  Discussion included: Clerk Anderson advised that Jesse Wessels submitted a bid to purchase the planks for $200.00.  His was the only bid received.   Motion made by Davis seconded by Wickham to accept Jesse Wessels’s bid in the amount of $200.00 for the purchase of the boat dock planks. There being no discussion made upon the motion made and upon roll call vote, the following voted yes: Wickham, Clements, Davis, and Boston.  The following voted no: none. Motion carried.

Mayor opened the floor to consider Union Bank & Trust Company’s offer of an investment advice program in regard to the employee pension plan.  Discussion included:  Administrator Waring explained this program is being offered at no cost to the City or employees and it will provide employees with advice concerning their investments in the pension plan. He stated he felt it would benefit the employees by helping them make better investment decisions. Motion made by Clements seconded by Davis to approve the Amendment to the Defined Contribution Plan, Exhibit E: Required Customer Contract Language, and to accept the Participant Agreement: To accept MasteryPOINT Advice Plus®.  There being no discussion made upon the motion made and upon roll call vote, the following voted yes:  Boston, Davis, and Clements. Wickham abstained.  The following voted no: none.  Motion carried. 
Mayor opened the floor to the following old business items:
a) Update on housing programs – Waring provided a handout from the Nebraska Department of Economic Development which explains the minimum standards and guidelines to utilize housing rehab funds. He does not believe there are enough funds in the housing rehab budget at this time to allow homeowners to access the funds. 

b) Sale of 619 & 621 Main Street – Attorney Walker explained he has arranged for an inspection of the wall by a structural engineer on January 18, 2012.  After the engineer formulates an opinion about how to repair the wall, Council will then be able to decide how to proceed with the sale of the lots. 

Mayor then opened the floor to the City Administrator’s report. Waring indicated he is seeking bids to repair the roof of the shelter house in the Park.  He proposes he obtain bids for both metal and composite roofs in a color that coordinates with the building.  He plans to meet with Dana Peterson from Miller & Associates on January 18, 2012 concerning the sewer lines at the RV Park.  He will also obtain an estimate from Jeff’s Electric in regard to the possible RV Park expansion. Councilman Davis inquired about the status of contacting the engineers at Miller & Associates concerning the drainage issue on Main Street. Waring stated he would contact Travis Mason at Miller & Associates and arrange a time for him to analyze the matter to determine the cost to install more grates in the curbs along the area to aide in the drainage.  

Mayor opened the floor to the Open Comment Period. Boston brought up a complaint about numerous stray cats in the area of Fifth and Carlyle Streets. Currently, the City’s policy is to rent cat traps out to people and let them handle catching and relocating the cats.  Councilman Wickham was opposed to the City getting any further involved. Tom Moulton suggested Trevor Lambson as an individual who might be interested in catching the cats as he currently is looking for handy-man type work.  Clerk Anderson mentioned that Kathy Schluntz requested the issue of her purchasing the lots at 619 & 621 Main Streets be placed on the January 18, 2012 agenda.  Attorney Walker advised her to let Kathy know that Council still will not have enough information available at the January 18, 2012 to make a decision about selling the lots, but perhaps by the February 1, 2012 meeting.
Motion made by Wickham seconded by Boston for adjournment at 6:09 p.m. There being no discussion upon the motion made and upon roll call vote, the following voted yes: Clements, Davis, Boston, and Wickham.  There were no votes against the motion.  Motion carried.
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