MINUTE RECORD FOR CITY OF ALMA
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
November 17, 2010
A meeting of the Mayor and City Council of the City of Alma, Nebraska was held at the Office of the City Clerk in said City on the 17th day of November, 2010 at 5:30 o’clock p.m.  

Present were: Mayor Haeker, Council Members: Bill Boston, Jim Wickham and Craig Brown. Absent was: Jon Davis. Also attending were: Treasurer Carol Calkins, Clerk Emily Anderson, City Attorney Doug Walker, Utility Superintendent Russ Pfeil, LaDonna Schluterbusch, and Tom Moulton. Absent was: City Administrator Steve Waring. Notice of this meeting was given in advance thereof by posting, a designated method for giving notice. Advance notice of this meeting was given to the Mayor and all members of the Council. Availability of the agenda was communicated in the advance notice and in the notice to the Mayor and Council of this meeting. All proceedings hereinafter were taken while the convened meeting was open to the attendance of the public.

Mayor Haeker advised the public of the Open Meetings Act which is posted on the north wall, and then proceeded to call the regular meeting of November 17, 2010 to order and the following business was transacted:
Roll Call: Brown, Wickham, Boston, and Mayor Haeker. Absent: Davis.
Motion made by Brown seconded by Wickham to determine this meeting as previously publicized, duly convened and in open session. There being no discussion upon the motion made and upon roll call vote, the following voted yes: Boston, Brown and Wickham. There were no votes against the motion. Motion carried.

Discussion of the November 3, 2010 Regular Meeting Minutes as written included: There was no discussion.  Motion made by Wickham seconded by Boston to approve the minutes as written. There being no discussion made and upon roll call vote, the following voted yes: Brown, Boston and Wickham.  There were no votes against the motion.  Motion carried.

Mayor opened the floor to discussion on the claims and invoices for the period of November 4, 2010 through November 17, 2010. There was no discussion. Motion made by Wickham seconded by Brown to approve the claims as presented. There being no discussion upon the motion made and upon roll call vote, the following voted yes: Boston, Brown and Wickham. There were no votes against the motion.  Motion carried. 

Mayor opened the floor to discussion on the Treasurer’s Report. There was no discussion. Motion made by Brown seconded by Wickham to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented. There being no discussion upon the motion made and upon roll call vote, the following voted yes: Boston, Wickham and Brown. There were no votes against the motion.  Motion carried. 

Mayor opened the floor to the Alma Rotary’s request for a special liquor license. Discussion included: The license would be for the Winterfest event being held in the Johnson Center on December 6, 2010 from 5:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m.  Motion made by Wickham seconded by Boston to approve the Alma Rotary’s request for a special liquor license for Winterfest. There being no discussion upon the motion made and upon roll call vote, the following voted yes: Wickham, Boston and Brown. There were no votes against the motion.  Motion carried. 

Mayor opened the floor to discussion of Ordinance No. 11-1710-1. Discussion included:  This ordinance pertains to the recently passed sales tax increase of one-half of one-percent.  The Department of Revenue requires the City to provide a certified copy of the adopting ordinance, certified map of the city, a certified copy of the election results from the Harlan County Election Commissioner, and the Harlan County Election Commissioner must submit a certified statement that the question of imposing a sales and use tax for Alma has not failed in the previous 23 months. Once these four items are provided to the Department of Revenue they will issue an acknowledgement of the filing and then confirm the rate and effective date of the new tax.  The tax may not be implemented until the first day of the next calendar quarter which is at least one hundred twenty days following receipt of the aforesaid items by the Department of Revenue. Therefore, all of these items must be submitted to the Department of Revenue no later than December 2, 2010 for the change in the city sales and use tax to be effective as of April 1, 2011.  The Tax Commissioner has the duty to provide at least sixty days’ notice of the change in tax to retailers in the municipality.

Council Member Wickham introduced Ordinance No. 11-1710-1 entitled as follows: AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ALMA, NEBRASKA IMPOSING A SALES AND USE TAX OF ONE-HALF OF ONE-PERCENT (½ of 1%) UPON THE SAME TRANSACTIONS WITHIN SUCH MUNICIPALITY ON WHICH THE STATE OF NEBRASKA IS AUTHORIZED TO IMPOSE A TAX, WHEREBY SAID TAX WILL BE APPLIED TO THE GENERAL FUND FOR PURPOSES OF STREET RENOVATION, CIVIC IMPROVEMENT AND RENOVATION and moved that the statutory rule requiring reading on three different dates be suspended. Councilman Boston seconded the motion to suspend the rules. There being no discussion upon the motion made, and upon roll call vote, the following voted yes: Brown, Boston and Wickham. There were no votes against the motion. Motion carried. The motion to suspend the rules was adopted by three-fourths of the Council and the statutory rule was declared suspended for consideration of this ordinance. This ordinance was then read by title and thereafter Wickham moved for final passage of this ordinance and said motion was seconded by Boston. The Mayor then stated the question, “Shall Ordinance Number 11-1710-1 be passed and adopted?” Upon roll call vote, the following voted yes: Brown, Wickham and Boston. There were no votes against the motion. Motion carried. 

Mayor opened the floor to the Alma Development Corporation’s request for funds. Discussion included: The Alma Development Corporation has requested the budgeted funds of $10,000.00 to be used on behalf of the Alma Family Dentistry Clinic. Motion made by Wickham seconded by Brown to approve the expenditure of the budgeted funds in the amount of $10,000.00 as requested by the Alma Development Corporation. There being no discussion upon the motion made and upon roll call vote, the following voted yes: Wickham, Boston and Brown. There were no votes against the motion.  Motion carried. 
Mayor then opened the floor to the City Administrator’s Report. Administrator Waring was absent from the meeting.
Mayor opened the floor to the Open Comment Period. Councilman Brown informed everyone that he will be absent from both meetings in December. Councilman Wickham explained he too would be absent from the first meeting in December. After reviewing the school’s activity calendar, Mayor Haeker determined the December 1, 2010 meeting would be moved to December 6, 2010 at 5:30 p.m. to ensure a quorum would be met. Attorney Walker gave a brief update on some of the nuisances and the Board of Health properties, including a discussion of the property at 107 Everett. Clerk Anderson informed Councilmen of an error in the utility billing system which resulted in customers’ bank accounts not being automatically drafted for the month of November. To rectify the situation, she sent a letter to each customer advising them they would either need to pay their November bill with a check, cash or credit card, or the amount due would be deducted along with their December bill. Treasurer Calkins questioned why the Golf Course has a separate checking account. Councilman Wickham advised her to speak with the Golf Board for an explanation or to discuss possible changes. Library Director Ladonna Schluterbusch showed an example of the coffee mug and book bag which were designed by Alma High School students, Leslie Gibson and Hannah Hays, which will be sold to commemorate the Hoesch Memorial Library’s 100th birthday in 2011.
Motion made by Wickham seconded by Brown for adjournment at 6:02 p.m. There being no discussion upon the motion made and upon roll call vote, the following voted yes: Boston, Brown and Wickham.  There were no votes against the motion.  Motion carried.
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