MINUTE RECORD FOR CITY OF ALMA
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
August 18, 2009
A meeting of the Mayor and City Council of the City of Alma, Nebraska was held at the Office of the City Clerk in said City on the 18th day of August, 2009 at 5:30 o'clock p.m.

Present were: Mayor Haeker. Council Members: Davis, Boston, Brown. Also  attending; Clerk Gall, Treasurer Wilson, Attorney Duncan, Superintendent Pfeil, LaDonna Schluterbusch, Ginger Jensen, Cathy House, Pat Underwood, Candy Kuntz, Crystal Massey, Joseph Torrey, Tom Moulton, Harold Polak, John Mintzmyer, and Craig Schultz. Notice of this meeting was given in advance thereof by posting and publication, designated methods for giving notice. Notice of this meeting was given to the Mayor and all members of the Council. Availability of the agenda was communicated in the advance notice and in the notice to the Mayor and Council of this meeting. All proceedings hereinafter shown were taken while the convened meeting was open to the attendance of the public.

Mayor Haeker advised the public that the Open Meetings Act was posted on the north wall, then proceeded to call the regular meeting of August 18, 2009 to order and the following business was transacted.

Roll Call: Davis, Boston, Brown, and Mayor Haeker attending. Absent: Wickham. 

Motion made by Brown seconded by Boston that it is hereby determined that this meeting was previously publicized, duly convened and is in open session. There being no discussion upon the motion made and upon roll call vote, the following voted yes; Brown, Boston, and Davis. There were no votes against the motion. Motion carried.

Discussion of the August 4, Regular Minutes as written included:  There was no discussion. Motion made by Boston seconded by Davis to approve the minutes. There being no discussion made and upon roll call vote, the following voted yes; Boston, Davis, and Brown. There were no votes against the motion.  Motion carried.
  Mayor opened the floor to discussion on the claims and invoices for the period of August 4-August 18, 2009. Discussion included:  Claim from Shaffer Construction was for cement work done on streets. The invoice received wasn’t an itemized list.  The Treasurer wanted to explain that all claims need to be submitted by 4pm on the Wednesday prior to the Council Meeting.  This allows time to have all claims submitted approved, and to ensure they are ready for the Council Packets that are sent out on the Thursday prior to the meeting. Discussion on communicating this to the public was brought up and newspaper ads, permanent notice in office, and newsletter article were mentioned. Motion made by Davis seconded by Boston to approve the claims as presented.  There being no discussion upon the motion made and upon roll call vote, the following voted yes; Davis, Boston, and Brown.  There were no votes against the motion.  Motion carried. 

Mayor opened the floor to discussion on Treasurer’s Report. Discussion included:  Motion made by Boston seconded by Davis to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  There being no discussion upon the motion made and upon roll call vote, the following voted yes; Boston, Davis, and Brown.  There were no votes against the motion.  Motion carried.

Mayor opened the floor to the discussion of the General Grant Administration Contract. Candy Kuntz on behalf of Miller & Associates was present to address the contract. The City was awarded $253,300 in CDBG funds for Brown Street. The grant was reduced approximately by about $37,000 from the Department of Economics and by approximately $20,000 for the City’s Match. The Grant Administration fee will be under the $15,000 that was initially budgeted for.  The Grant Administration fee will be $13,800.  Motion made by Davis seconded by Boston to approve the General Grant Administration Contract with Miller & Associates. There being no further discussion upon the motion made and upon roll call vote, the following voted yes; Davis, Boston, and Brown. There were no votes against the motion.  Motion carried.
Mayor opened the floor to the discussion of the Request for Qualifications. The City needs to request proposals for an Engineer to do the Brown Street Project.  The notice will be publicized for two weeks. This is a requirement in order to receive funds for the project. Motion made by Davis seconded by Brown to request qualifications for an Engineer to complete the Brown Street project. There being no further discussion upon the motion made and upon roll call vote, the following voted yes; Davis, Brown, and Boston. There were no votes against the motion. Motion carried.
Mayor opened the floor to the discussion of the CDBG Planning Funds Application. Candy Kuntz with Miller & Associates was present to address the Council.  The application would be due by October 30.  The maximum grant award is $30,000 from CDBG the General Administration fees are included in that amount and the City would be required to match 25% of the awarded amount.  The Mayor brought up concerns with the upcoming budget and if there were sufficient funds to complete this project.  Candy informed the Council that when applying for CDBG funds the City is ranked on how well they have planned for the project.  It is recommended that a Comprehensive Plan be updated every 10 years. Council Members felt that while the budget is still in the works, there haven’t been any cuts made to date, and were confident the City could find $7,050 needed to complete this project. Motion made by Davis seconded by Brown to approve the application for CDBG Planning Funds Grant. Further discussion was that the $7,050 will need to be added to the upcoming budget. There being no discussion upon the motion made and upon roll call vote, the following voted yes: Davis, Brown, and Boston. There were no votes against the motion.  Motion carried. 
Mayor opened the floor to the discussion of Roller Skating at the City Auditorium.  Crystal Massey was present to address the Council.  Crystal has received requests to start up the program for the fall and winter season. Discussion included: Crystal is prepared to work around the schedules of events that are normally held during that time period. Crystal inquired about paying a monthly rental fee instead of the nightly charges.  The previous rental payments were $10 per night of skating.  Motion made by Boston seconded by Brown to approve Roller Skating at the City Auditorium with a monthly rental fee of $30.  There being no discussion upon the motion made and upon roll call vote, the following voted yes: Boston, Brown, and Davis.  There were no votes against the motion.  Motion carried.

Mayor opened the floor to the discussion of 105 John. Discussion included:  Harold Polak, owner of the property was present to address the Council.  Harold has received a courtesy letter about his property in reference to the overgrowth of weeds and unlicensed vehicles. Discussion on the weeds and a tree were brought up and those issues have been taken care of.  The Council Members have also received concerns about if the property is an actual place of business. Harold provided an invoice showing the business was active. The concerns were the vehicles. Harold informed the Council that he was the owner of only 1 of the vehicles. Council asked if the vehicle could be moved into the garage. Harold explained it would be possible, but it eliminates necessary workspace. Attorney Duncan informed Harold that if the vehicle is left outside it needs to be licensed and operable, as it is not a necessity to run the business. Harold inquired about the website and a copy of the minutes and Ordinances. The Ordinances with an exception of the ones passed within the past couple of years are current on the website.  The City is working on updating the website, which will bring the Ordinances up to date. The current Ordinances and Minutes are available at City Hall.  

Mayor opened the floor to Resolution 2009-10 Fire Department funds, fees or charges solicited, collected, or received be under the authority of the City.  This reflects the law that went into effect last year, and the City will need to approve the Resolution on a yearly basis. Council Member Boston introduced Resolution 2009-10 FIRE DEPARTMENT FUNDS, FEES OR CHAGES SOLICTED, COLLECTED, OR RECEIVED BE UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE CITY and moved for its adoption. Council Member Davis seconded the motion. There being no discussion upon the motion made and upon roll call vote, the following voted yes: Boston, Davis, and Brown.  There were no votes against the motion.  Motion carried.

Mayor opened the floor to the Repeat Nuisance Offender Ordinance Drafts. Discussion included: Two versions were drafted.  One Ordinance refers to section 6-314 (weeds, litter and stagnant water) the other draft is for all of Chapter 6. This Ordinance would refer to the time period between January 1st and December 31st of each year. Council Members felt that including all of Chapter 6 encompasses all nuisances and was too broad, but felt section 6-314 focused on the areas they were concerned about.  Council Member Davis introduced Ordinance No. 09-1809-1 entitled:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ALMA, NEBRASKA TO AMEND SECTIONS 6-401 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF ALMA, NEBRASKA; TO PROVIDE FOR PENALITIES FOR VIOLATIONS OF 6-314 OF THE ALMA MUNICIAPL CODE; TO REPEAL ALL ORDINANCES AND PARTS OF ORDINANCES TO THE CONTRARY; TO PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE DATE; and moved that the statutory rule required reading on three different dates be suspended. Council member Boston seconded the motion to suspend the rules.  Joe Torrey asked why the Council would elect to suspend the three readings. Council explained that the Council has that option when passing Ordinances. The Agenda was posted and draft copies could have been reviewed by the public if requested at City Hall.  Upon the motion; the following Council Members voted yes: Davis, Boston, and Brown.  The motion to suspend the rules was adopted by three-fourths of the Council and the statutory rule was declared suspended for consideration of this ordinance.  This ordinance was then read by title and thereafter Council Member Boston, moved for final passage of this ordinance and said motion was seconded by Council Member Davis.  The Mayor then stated the question, “Shall Ordinance Number 09-1908-1 be passed and adopted?” Upon roll call vote, the following Council Members voted yes: Davis, Boston, and Brown.  There were no votes against the motion.  The passage and adoption of this ordinance having been concurred in by a majority of all members of the Council, the Mayor declared the ordinance adopted; and the Mayor in the presence of the City Council signed and approved the ordinance and the Clerk attested the passage and approve of the same and affixed her signature thereto and ordered the Ordinance be published in pamphlet form.

Mayor opened the floor to the Waiver Schedule of Fines Resolution Drafts.  Attorney Duncan directed the Council to the draft that only pertained to section 6-314.  Duncan explained that the fines are similar to speeding tickets.  Council Member Davis introduced Resolution 2009-11 WAIVER SCHEDULE OF FINES and moved for its adoption. Council member Brown seconded the motion. There being no discussion upon the motion made and upon roll call vote the following voted yes: Davis, Brown, and Boston.  There were no votes against the motion.  Motion carried.

Mayor opened the floor to the Monique Keohane public hearing.  Attorney Duncan informed the Council that Clerk Gall received an email earlier from Monique Keohane informing the City that her and her husband James were currently unable to proceed with renovation and for the City to add them to the burn list. Monique requested that she be contacted when a burn date is scheduled so that they will have ample time to make contacts and arrangements for the cleanup, from Denver.  Attorney Duncan contacted Community Bank who has the deed of trust on this property.  Audra Klotthor said the bank had no objection to adding the property to the burn list and would like to be notified of the scheduled burn date.  We will need to obtain the burn date from the Fire Department and notify the necessary parties.
Mayor opened the floor to the City Administrator Report.  Administrator Waring attended the CDBG block grant training.  Also viewed the surveillance cameras at the City of Lexington and has been looking into other firms regarding the issue.  Also has been in touch with Paul Bartlett from Rural Development in regards to an additional funding source outside of bonding.  We are also currently working on nuisances and abatement properties.  Johnson Center will be painted by Rotary volunteers, and we are working on getting bids for the new north and south doors. Continued efforts on the Budget and understanding the Auditors breakdown of categories. Further discussion included: Mayor inquired about pushing the Budget Hearing to the second meeting to allow for the budget cuts to be made, and then review the final document at the September 15, 2009 meeting. 
Mayor opened the floor to the open comment period.  Bill Boston was told to thank the City for helping mow the trees North of town. Jon Davis noticed we received a letter of resignation from Marty Wolfe.  Clerk Gall informed the Council that the letter was received prior to the meeting and will place it on the next agenda. Clerk Gall also informed the Council that she has received complaints about the City not enforcing bindweed as a noxious weed.  Harold Polack informed the Council that the Department of Road also mowed along the trees. John Mintzmyer and Craig Schultz were present on behalf of Centex Harvest States (CHS) formerly Agri-Coop.  The company is interested in purchasing 10 acres of land north of the elevator to be used for grain storage.  Currently the land is zoned as residential, and would need to be rezoned as industrial.  With the purchase of land it would eliminate the trucks from having to cross Hwy 183 and would make the process more efficient.  They would like to be able to store grain on the new ground this harvest season, and need to know what steps need to be taken to accomplish this.  The Planning Commission will need to be contacted once the survey of the area involved is received. The City Administrator, Zoning Administrator and City Attorney will continue to work on this with CHS.  Mayor Haeker was contacted by the Hospital in regards to landscaping.  They were concerned with the construction of Brown Street.  Administrator Waring will have to get in touch with the Engineer.

Motion made by Boston seconded by Brown for adjournment at 6:53 p.m.  There being no discussion upon the motion made and upon roll call vote, the following voted yes:  Boston, Brown, and Davis. There were no votes against the motion.  Motion carried.
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